Introduced by Council President Webb: 
ORDINANCE 2011-72
AN ORDINANCE RESCHEDULING THE COUNCIL MEETING OF TUESDAY MARCH 22, 2011 TO THURSDAY MARCH 24, 2011; DIRECTING APPROPRIATE NOTIFICATION BY THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES; WAIVING COUNCIL RULE 4.102 (REGULAR COUNCIL MEETINGS) IN ORDER TO AUTHORIZE THE RESCHEDULING; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Council Rule 4.102 provides for Council meetings to be held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month, unless on an election day; and

WHEREAS, the 4th Tuesday in March falls on March 22, 2011, the date of the First Consolidated Government Election; and

WHEREAS, the March 22, 2011 election polls will be open until 7:00 p.m., and many voters regularly vote in elections between the hours of 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. on election day on their way home from work; and 
WHEREAS, the start of the Council meeting at 5:00 p.m. will place many citizens in the unfair position of having to choose between two important civic activities – voting for their elected City representatives and exercising their right to observe those elected representatives in action while they transact the public’s business; and

WHEREAS, having a Council meeting the day after a local election will interfere with the incumbent candidates’ closing down of election activities after late night electioneering the previous evening, and moving the election to March 24, 2011 instead of March 23, 2011 is far more orderly; and
WHEREAS, it is the will of the Council to address the important considerations as set forth above; now, therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

March 22, 2011 Council Meeting date moved to March 24th.  The Council meeting normally scheduled for Tuesday, March 22, 2011, at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, is hereby rescheduled to Thursday, March 24, 2011, at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.

Section 2.

Notification.  The Chief of Legislative Services is hereby directed to ensure that all public hearings normally advertised and scheduled for March 22, 2011 shall be advertised and scheduled for March 24, 2011, and that such notifications that are necessary to conduct the Council meeting on March 24, 2011 are made.

Section 3.

Council Rule 4.102 Waived. Council Rule 4.102 (Regular Council Meetings), which sets forth the dates of Council meetings, is hereby waived so as to authorize the rescheduling of the March 22, 2011 Council meeting to March 24, 2011.  

Section 4.

Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. Emergency passage of this ordinance is requested, in order to provide the maximum notice possible of the rescheduling of the Council meeting.


Section 5.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 

Form Approved:

____/s/ Steven E. Rohan_____________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Steven E. Rohan
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